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The Challenge of Introducing Contemporary
Chinese Literature to the Western World

He Chengzhou

Abstract: With regard to the reception of contemporary Chinese literature in the Western world, there is an issue that merits
attention, namely, the barriers caused by prejudices and differences in ideology. Entrenched as it is, this issue has become all the
more complicated in the era of globalization. A typical example worth further research is that international academic and cultural
controversies broke out right after Mo Yan won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2012. Western scholars often employ their standard
of world literature to evaluate contemporary Chinese literature and even attempt to exclude it from world literature from time to time.
Based on a critical analysis of the controversies surrounding world literature in recent years, this paper then discusses the deep reasons
for the controversies over the spread and reception of some writers of contemporary Chinese literature, such as Mo Yan and Bei Dao,
as well as their works in the Western world, which mostly result from the contradictions between the Chinese and Western ideologies
and the lack of cultural exchanges. Therefore, some new strategies and measures are discussed for the sake of better introducing
contemporary Chinese literature to the Western world. While enhancing cultural self-confidence, we should reflect on the emerging
issues and unceasingly broaden our worldwide vision and develop global consciousness in the new era.

Key words: Contemporary Chinese Literature; Mo Yan; Bei Dao; World Literature; Ideology
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