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A “Minor” Issue but a Larger History: The “Western Exile” of the
Emperor Yong Li from a Global Perspective

Li Bozhong

Abstract: The Yongli royal court of the Southern Ming dynasty in the Ming-Qing transition period was constantly on the move since
its founding in Guangdong province in South China in the mid-17th century. It first moved westward to Guangxi, then southwestward
to Guizhou and Yunnan, and finally reached Burma outside China’s southwestern border. That a Chinese emperor and his royal court
ware forced to exile in a foreign country is the only one in Chinese history. Why did the emperor Yong li take such a route to his exile?
Only by examining this question in the context of global history can we find a reasonable answer. In this sense, it is a “minor” issue
that reflects a larger history from a global perspective.

Key words: Global history; Southern Ming Dynasty; The Yong li Royal Court; Westward Moving
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