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The History of Emotion and the Unbinding of Literary Studies
In a Multinational Context

Jin Wen

Abstract: This essay examines the intersections of the emerging discipline of emotion studies and the history of European novels.
It first limes out the various theoretical sources for studying the history of emotion and the crucial ways in which European novels
figure in this project. It then moves to a comparative reading of Richardson’ s Clarissa (1847—48) and Rousseau’s Julie, or the New
Heloise (1761) to illustrate how the European novel intervened in the precipitation of modern structures of the feeling from its very
incipience and was heavily affected by the emergence of new modes of feeling. The essay aims to show that focusing on the history of
emotion allows to practice a simultaneously interdisciplinary and cross-cultural approach toward studying world fiction.

Key words: studies of emotion; 18th century; European novels; Clarissa; Julie; the New Heloise
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