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Analysis of “ Mo Xu You” or Trumped-up Charge on A New Horizon

Li Yumin

Abstract: “Mo Xu You” or trumped-up charge has to do with a story recorded in Legend of Yuefei of History of Song Dynasty. It
happened when the general of Song Dynasty Yuefei was killed. Another general Han Shizhong stood out to ask Qin Kuai, a disloyal
minister, for certain evidence verifying Yuefei’s conspiracy. The latter replied with “ Mo Xu You” which means trumped-up charge.
Han refuted, “ how could the three characters quell the people’s dissatisfaction?” The story has been taken for granted due to the
spread of over 800 years and constant adaptation by several biographies about Yuefei. With historical background in mind, this article
confirmed it as an artificial fabrication by means of a thorough research.The truth is that Yuefei was died in the plot of Emperor
Gaozong of Song and Qin Kuai and meanwhile Han Shizong showed agreement to the plot in the unfavorable situation(see epitaph of
Han Shizong of 1158). At the end of Emperor Gaozong of Song’s reign, the Jin State tore up the treaty and invaded the region ruled by
Southern Song regime . In 1163, Emperor Xiaozong of Song took the crown and gave Yuefei a rehabilitation out of enhancing morale
and at the same time, of disculpating Emperor Gaozong of Song and of reshaping the image of Han Shizong. And Emperor Xiaozong
of Song ordered Zhao Xiong to rewrite the epitaph in the tomb of Han Shizong. Therefore, “Mo Xu You” occurred in the epitaph in the
tomb of Yuefei after his death of over 30 years.

Key words: Qin Kuai; Han Shizong; “Mo Xu You”; Yuefei
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