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A Strategic Choice for Optimizing the Distribution Structure of Higher
Education in China
—Gradually Distributing Institutions of Higher Education to Small
and Medium-Sized Cities

Zhang Dexiang Jia Xiao

Abstract: The characteristic that China’s institutions of higher education (HEIs) mainly distributed in big cities is obvious due to the long-
term influence of history, economy, system and culture. Up to 2017, 97.26% of China’s regular HEIs are concentrated in cities at or above the
prefecture level, and 98.64% of them are concentrated in cities with a population of more than one million. The excessive concentration of
higher education in big cities affects the function of higher education , namely , serving China’s modernization construction and the people,
as well as affecting the sustainable development of higher education. Based on the experience of the United States and Japan in adjusting the
distribution structure of HEISs in cities, we analyze the rationality of gradual distribution of HEIs to small and medium-sized cities in China and
conclude that our country should gradually restrict the big cities to build new HEIs , and meanwhile distribute HEIs in small and medium-sized cities so
as to adjust the distribution structure of HEIs, which is a strategic choice for optimizing the distribution structure of higher education in China.

Key words: Institutions of Higher Education (HEIs); Small and Medium-Sized Cities; Distribution Structure
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