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On the Possibility of Reconstructing the History of Literature in the View of
the World—Taking the history of French literature as an example

Yuan Xiaoyi

Abstract: Since the 1990s, the concept of world literature has been revived and refactored. How to get rid of the Western

centralism in the previous concept of world literature has become the focus of scholars. After post-colonialism and neo-

historicism have strongly exposed, criticized the Western centralist position in the past world literature and comparative

literature, the question of rebuilding world literature on what kind of basis has become increasingly prominent. Literature has
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never been an isolated field. Among literatures in different languages, between literatures and other fields, the relationship has
always been complex and full of interest. Therefore, it seems that we can draw the literary history in a single context into the
historical and geographical maps of the world, and discover the facts that we have neglected in the past through the construction
of synchronicity. This paper attempts to explore the possibility of this reconstruction with the description of French literature
under the view of the world.

Keywords: World literature; French literature; literature history; reconstruction
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