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Historical Stories: Academic Research on Serge Elisséeff, Founder of Far
Eastern Research in the United States

Wang Qilong

Abstract: Serge Elisséeff, a French-Russian Orientalist, was the first full-time director of Harvard—Yenching Institute. Under his
leadership, the Harvard—Yenching Institute made great progress and important contributions to promoting academic and cultural
exchanges between the east and the west. His teaching and research practice of far eastern languages at Harvard University laid a solid
foundation for the personnel training and discipline construction of far eastern studies in the United States. Due to his outstanding
academic contributions, he was later honored as “the father of far east studies in the United States" and the first "professional scholar of
Japanology" in the west. Based on the relevant research results, this paper gives a brief description of his life and academic studies, so
as to facilitate the reader's reference and criticism.

Keywords: Orientalist; Serge Elisséeff; author’s life; academic studies
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