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The Decline of Medieval Traditional Universities: An Analytical
Perspective of Academic Capitalization

Hu Qinxiao

Abstract: In the late Middle Ages, European traditional universities such as Paris and Bologna showed varying degrees of decline and entered
the “glacial period” of development. Exploring the reasons for their decline can not only grasp the law of higher education development, but
also provide inspiration for the development of current universities. From the perspective of academic capitalization, the academic capital of
medieval traditional universities was monetized and knowledge was obscured by money and gradually became the privilege of the nobility.
Academic capital got involved with relations and knowledge was obscured, and even kidnapped, by interests or in-laws. Academic capital had
been politicized. Universities were involved in political disputes either actively or passively and teachers were keen to chase political power.
Academic capital broke away from morality, teachers' professional ethics declined overall, and there was a widespread lack of morality in
university teaching and degree conferment. The phenomenon of academic capitalization in the later period of the medieval universities has
sounded the alarm for the academic capitalism of the current universities.

keywords: medieval traditional university; decline; academic capitalization; academic capital
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