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Who Owns the Culture? —— Chinese Restaurants in America

in the Global Context

Liu Haiming Wang Xiaodan

Abstract: As a symbol of the Chinese community and Chinese food culture, Chinese restaurants are an important component of the catering

market in America. However, popular as they are with local consumers, the American-style Chinese restaurants have never been integrated

into the upper and middle class catering market in the mainstream American society, or evolved into formal and high-end catering places.

Taking “P.F. Chang’s China Bistro”, a well-known Chinese restaurant in America, as an example, this paper traces back to the development

and operation mode of traditional Chinese restaurants in America, explores the reasons for their transformation and success as a new fashion

of American-style Chinese restaurants along with the “double-edged sword” effect on their owners, and further discusses who owns such

Chinese food culture in the global context as well as how people should confront the subsequent challenges.

keywords: chinese restaurants; mainstream society; double-edged sword; cultural ownership
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