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Lady Precious Stream: a Hong Kong Film in a Cultural Crossroads

Zheng Da

Abstract: Shih-1 Hsiung is best known for his English-language play Lady Precious Stream (1934), which he adapted from the
classical Peking opera “Red-Mane Steed” with a number of significant changes. After winning sensational success in West End, the
play was staged on Broadway and many other countries in the world. However, Hsiung’s long-cherished dream was to put the play on
the silver screen, a medium that symbolized modernity and wide popularity. In 1957, his dream finally came true, and the film had its
first world premiere to an enthusiastic audience in Hong Kong. This paper starts with an overview of the play Lady Precious Stream,
and it then examines the production of the film against the sociopolitical background of Hong Kong in the 1950s. Finally, it focuses on
the disappointing outcome of the film, with an analysis of some key factors, such as fierce competition in film industry, shifting taste of
the consumer, and the aesthetics of theatrical and film productions.

Key words: Lady Precious Stream; Shih-1 Hsiung; film adaptation; Hong Kong culture; cultural transmission
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