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The Strategic Themes, Basic Characteristics and Development Trend of
the Modernization of American Higher Education

YUAN Liping SHI Jiaxin

Abstract: The modernization development strategy of higher education in America is a textual educational program made by the
American authorities in accordance with future development trend of higher education and society. Since President Trump came to
power in 2017, the federal government has issued relevant strategic plans to promote its higher education modernization to a new
level. Their strategic themes mainly focus on quality assurance, market integration, education equity, education internationalization
and informatization, etc., and highlight their emphases on students’ academic achievements and development, education quality and
equity, education fund use efficiency, diversified higher education opportunities, and globally competent talent. The development
trend is primarily towards entity participation, level targets, supporting mechanism, and key areas; in future, the U.S. will further
expand market and state governments participation, improve the competitiveness of students and the nation as a whole, strengthen
accountability mechanism and the use of digital technology, and cultivate high-quality talent through STEM and international
education. Understanding the strategic themes and development trend of American higher education modernization from a macro
perspective is of practical and strategic significance for that of China.

Key words: The United States; modernization of higher education; strategic themes; development trend
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