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A Discourse of the Historical and Geographical Background of the
Silk Road
— Based on the Author's Lectures

Ge Jianxiong

Abstract: Although the "Silk Road" was not named by Ferdinand Freiherr von Richthofen (1833-1905) until 1877, it had long existed
prior to the designation. The "road," however, was not constructed by ancient China. Zhang Qian (164-113 BC) took the existing road
on his way to various central Asian regions. Speaking metaphorically, for ancient China, the "Silk Road" was not a path to gaining
economic benefits, nor an effort to expand its cultural influence. For ancient China, there was no need to establish networks with the
outside world; thus, there was little interest to explore relations with other countries. China's "Belt and Road Initiative" today is by no
means a recreation or a reconstruction of the traditional "Silk Road." Rather, it represents an unprecedented contribution to the progress
of the world.

Key words: silk road; historical geography; experience and lessons
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