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The Spread of Chinese Food to the West: Story of Chinese Catering in US

Chen Yong

Abstract: Overseas Chinese immigration is a magnificent epic. Since the middle of the nineteenth century, millions of Chinese have
travelled across the ocean and traveled all over the world. From the Southeast Asian and South Asian subcontinents commonly known
as the "Southern Ocean" to Africa, Australia, Europe and the America, Chinese communities are everywhere. Overseas Chinese
immigration is closely related to the major political, social and economic changes in modern China. It has also had a profound
impact on international trade, diplomatic relations and the development of the host country. At the same time, overseas migration is
also a history of the globalization of Chinese food. The Chinese spread Chinese cuisine to countries in the world; and in different
cultural environments, Chinese cuisine has spawned many branches. Studying the expansion of Chinese food is also a key to further
understanding Chinese overseas immigrants and the social changes of the Chinese. Chinese food is like a towering tree with dense
branches spreading all over the world. Very different fruits are produced in different regions. This largely reflects the unique social and
cultural environment of each place and the political and economic status of the Chinese.

Key words: chinese american food; chinese immigration to america; food industry; chinatown
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