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The Institutional Construction of China’s Data Security Law from the
Perspective of National Security

ZHANG Jihong

Abstract: Globalized data sharing and mobility has brought about tremendous impact on national security. National data security
system has become an indispensable part of a nation’s security law system. Data Security Law was enacted at a proper timing. The
implementation of the holistic view of national security stipulated in National Security Law constructs China’s basic data security
administration system in the form of law, establishes the legislative mission of safeguarding data security and promoting data
development, and defends our data sovereignty and its governing power at home and abroad. Based on data classifying and rating, the
identification of “key data” is taken as a crucial task to establish a unified dual cross-border data mobility system. In coordination with
Cyber Security Law, it can lay a solid foundation for an orderly, just, reasonable, and new system of data security governance.

Key words: national security; data security; data classifying and rating system; cross-border data mobility
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