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The Old Vicarage: Contexts, Genres, and Poetry Interpretation

ZHANG Yaoping

Abstract: Literary works exist and gain their meaning in such contexts as the author's writing background, relevant ideological and

cultural tradition, the support and convention of their respective genres. Genuine appreciation, valuable analysis and judgement

of works can only be achieved when they are set in those contexts. This paper aims at interpreting Rupert Brooke's verse The Old

Vicarage, Grantchester in the following contexts: the poet's living condition, the philosophical ideas that exerted influence on him, and

pastoralism into which the work falls.

Key words: the Old Vicarage, Grantchester; poetry; pastoralism; genre
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