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Ordinary Workers as Doers of Englishness: Construction of Englishness in

Nineteenth-Century English Realistic Novels

BAI Xuelian

Abstract: There is no doubt about the depth and breadth of the representation of British society in nineteenth-century English realistic

novels, but the academic circles tend to focus on their critique of the dark side of society, and rarely discuss their construction of

Englishness. This paper, taking some representative works of several of the most prestigious English realistic novelists in the 19th

century as examples, attempts to explore how realistic novelists portray ordinary workers as guardians and doers of traditional

Englishness, and how they endow traditional Englishness with such virtues as diligence, kindness and integrity, and then discusses the

reasons and significance of their construction.

Key words: nineteenth-century English realistic novels; Englishness; construction; ordinary worker
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