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Theoretical Perspectives and Value Choice in the Strategic Positioning of
World-Class Discipline Construction

ZHANG Wunong LI Aiji

Abstract: The success of a university can be attributed to its excellent strategic planning which consists of discipline development
planning as a basic component. However, there is no universal first-class discipline connotation and measurement framework, so
a suitable strategic development direction needs to be sought for specific disciplines; a university is not expected to balance all
values in the first-class construction, so a targeted value orientation is required for specific disciplines; in addition to an external
blueprint for first-class discipline construction, sustained impetus for the discipline development is also needed internally. Based on
this understanding, the strategic planning orientation of first-class discipline construction should take the theoretical perspectives
of "characteristic advantage" and "discipline life". The former can provide an equal competitive platform for the development of
disciplines and avoid a pyramid-like hierarchical structure; the latter helps plan disciplines according to their "life attributes" and "life
phases", focusing on the whole life process of the discipline development, rather than only those fully-developed stronger disciplines.
In the light of the understanding above and the basic philosophy of higher education, the first-class discipline construction planning
should adopt "knowledge activities" as the basic starting point, "characteristic planning" as the value orientation, and "discipline life"
as the basis for implementation.

Key words: first-class discipline; strategic positioning; characteristic positioning; discipline life

62



