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The key characteristics and the Guide Strategies of the Spread of
Ideological Trends in the New Media Environment

WANG Hanyang LI Mingde

Abstract: The development of new media technology enables the mass to play a prominent role in the spread of ideological trends. In
the traditional media environment, the subject and the object in the spreading process of ideological trends hold an unequal dualistic
relation, where the latter is subordinate to the former. The object’s passive position and abilities in spreading activities are improved by
the interactive pattern, mutual process, and integrative structure of spreading in the new media environment. The object, therefore, can
initiate interaction with and take effect on the spreading subject, which reverses the subject-object relation in the spread of ideological
trends that becomes characteristic of inter-subjectivity. That change adds social events and popularized theoretical elements to the
content, which, in turn, generates public opinions in the spread of ideological trends. The trends, in the form of public opinions, are
characteristic of agenda generalization and concentration, content reconstruction and domestication, and an evolving process where
the subject and the object mingle. Facing the key characteristics of the spread of social trend of thought in the new media environment,
the guiding strategies of social trend of thought should be optimized from three aspects: strengthening ideological guidance in a
comprehensive and practical way, integrating multiple subjects and standardizing the order of spread.

Key words: new media; spread of ideological trend; key characteristic; inter-subjectivity
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